
Hepatitis B is a 
contagious virus that can 
lead to liver disease, liver 
cancer or even death. 
Upwards of 2 million people in 
the US are chronically infected 
with the hepatitis B virus. 

It can be transmitted:
From mother to baby 
during pregnancy

After birth, through 
casual contact with others 
carrying the virus

Newborn Hepatitis B 
Vaccine 

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Why is it given at birth?

2/3 of infections occur after 
a pregnant woman has 
initially tested negative

About 50% of people 
with hepatitis B don�t know 
they are infected

It provides protection 
for infants before they 
can be exposed

The hepatitis B vaccine: 

Is given to newborns 
in the hospital within 

24 hours of birth

Has been the 
standard of 

care since 1991

Reduces childhood 
transmission and 

potential long-term 
complications

virus

Choosing to vaccinate 
your baby at birth ensures 
protection from day one. 
Ask your healthcare provider 
to learn more.
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https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis-b/about/index.html
https://www.hepb.org/what-is-hepatitis-b/what-is-hepb/facts-and-figures/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22227069567&gbraid=0AAAAACv7FDutHXSSMxtlZJt26DgvjrnGr&gclid=CjwKCAiA55rJBhByEiwAFkY1QFk_7yR_sKOjBOul0A0tIcsBgzztw7_NhbkzAsOycxnB_IiAo8M7PBoCB0oQAvD_BwE
https://www.immunize.org/wp-content/uploads/birth-dose.pdf

